[image: ]



Victorian Schools Parliamentary Program (VSPP) 
2026 SECONDARY SCHOOL CONVENTION 
[image: A close-up of a sign

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Topic
Should governments regulate the use of                                                    facial recognition technology?
[image: ]

TEACHER RESOURCE

    Contents
IMPORTANT INFORMATION	3
CONTEXT OF THE TOPIC	4
LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM v2.0	4
The Links to the Convention topic:	4
Achievement standard – Levels 9 and 10	5
Level 9 & 10 Content Descriptions	6
LEARNING INTENTIONS FOR THESE STUDENT ACTIVITIES:	13
SUCCESS CRITERIA FOR THESE STUDENT ACTIVITIES:	13
Activity 1: Introductory Tasks	14
1a: What is Government Regulation– Starter Activity	14
1b: Brainstorming Facial Recognition Technology – Think-Pair-Share Activity	17
Activity 2:  Exploring Facial Recognition Technology through YouTube Clips – Group Investigation	19
Activity 3: Australia’s Privacy Laws	25
Activity 3a:  Did You Know? – Cloze Activity	25
Activity 3b: Application Scenarios – Group Work	27
Scenario 3: Concert Entry	28
Scenario 4: Gym membership	29
Activity 4: Media Analysis- Mind Map Group Work Activity	30
Activity 5: The Bunning’s Breach Case Study and other articles – Reading Comprehension Activity	37
Activity 6: The Town Hall Meeting – Role Play Activity	42
POST CONVENTION ACTIVITIES	44
Activity 1: Identifying Your Opinion	44
Activity 1a: Quickfire Question Round	44
Activity 1b: If I were the Government – Write a Law Activity	46
Activity 2: Media Response – Writing Activity	48
Activity 3: Where do I Stand? – Human Continuum Activity	51
ADDITIONAL TEACHER REFERENCES:	52
SUGGESTED GUEST SPEAKERS:	53





[bookmark: _Toc227594777]IMPORTANT INFORMATION
	The pre-convention activities and resources provided to support the VSPP are suggestions only. 

They have been developed to help students prepare for the Secondary School Convention to debate this topic in more detail. 

The pre-convention activities and resources provided can be completed independently of each other at the teacher’s discretion and choice. This means the teacher may choose to do one, some, or all the activities to help build students’ knowledge and help them prepare to be active participants in the Convention. 

In using these suggested pre-convention activities and resources, teachers should make themselves aware of the content contained and the complexity of it to ensure it is appropriate for their student cohort and school context. 

Teachers should plan for appropriate support to prepare their students for the Secondary School Convention by adapting, updating, extending, or removing activities (including task instructions) and any resources contained in this pack.

Students are not expected to complete all activities prior to participating in the Convention, nor are they expected to complete all post-convention activities.


[bookmark: _Toc196731358]


[bookmark: _Toc227594778]CONTEXT OF THE TOPIC
[bookmark: _Toc196731359]Facial recognition technology is rapidly becoming part of everyday life, used in places like airports, shopping centres, by the police, and even to unlock our smartphones. While it can improve security and make services faster and more convenient, it also collects sensitive biometric data (facial images that cannot be changed like a password), raising concerns about privacy, surveillance and possible misuse. 
In Australia, many of our privacy laws were written before this technology became advanced and widely used, leading to debate about whether they are strong enough to adequately protect individual rights. This makes the student convention topic highly relevant for secondary school students as they must carefully weigh the strengths and weaknesses of this technology. It raises important questions about fairness, bias, consent and the rights of individuals to remain anonymous in public spaces. Rather than being a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ issue, this debate sits in the grey area between public safety and personal freedom. It challenges students to consider whether the benefits of a fast, high-tech society outweigh the potential risks of increased monitoring and reduced privacy. 

[bookmark: _Toc227594779]LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM v2.0 
This topic has strong links to Level 9 and 10 of the Civics and Citizenship strand (Version 2.0) of the F-10 Victorian Curriculum. Civics and Citizenship aims to develop students’ understanding of Australia’s democratic system, including which laws are created, interpreted and amended to respond to contemporary issues. By debating whether governments should regulate facial recognition technology, students apply this knowledge to a current public policy issue that requires consideration of rights, responsibilities and the role of government in protecting citizens. 
These pre- Convention resources support the curriculum’s focus on inquiry, analysis and active participation. Through completion of one or more of the activities, including case studies, structured discussion, and role plays, students explore the protection of individual rights, the influence citizens have on decision-making and the legal and ethical challenges created by emerging technologies. These activities align with Curriculum V2.0’s focus on critical thinking, evaluating evidence and contributing to class discussions as students prepare to participate in the Convention. 

[bookmark: _Toc227594780]The Links to the Convention topic:
Students gain a deeper understanding of their rights as citizens, particularly the right to privacy and the right to be treated fairly under the law. The use of facial recognition technology raises important questions about consent, data protection and an individual’s right to remain anonymous in public spaces.
Students also explore the impact of government decisions and regulations on everyday life. They examine how laws surrounding emerging technologies can influence individuals, businesses, police and the more vulnerable members of the community. In doing so, they consider the ongoing challenges for governments to balance community safety with the protection of individual freedoms. 
Engaging with current issues promotes students’ critical thinking about government regulation in a rapidly changing digital world. Discussion about facial recognition technology encourages debate about accessibility bias, social justice and the protection of consumer and human rights. Students are encouraged to go beyond the benefits of the new technology and consider the risks, particularly for certain groups such as people from diverse racial backgrounds, young children, or women, where higher error rates have raised concerns. This helps students develop a more balanced understanding of both the opportunities and challenges this new technology presents. 
[bookmark: _Toc227594781]Achievement standard – Levels 9 and 10
By the end of Level 10, students can:
· Evaluate the roles and responsibilities of the Australian government in responding to contemporary challenges at both a national and global level by examining whether facial recognition technology should be regulated.
· Use a range of resources and perspectives to investigate a current civil issue, analyse the effectiveness of democratic decision-making, and consider the role of legal and political institutions in protecting rights and freedoms.
· Demonstrate the knowledge and skills required to become informed and active citizens, capable of engaging in meaningful discussion about law reform, government responsibility and emerging societal challenges.


[bookmark: _Toc227594782]Level 9 & 10 Content Descriptions
CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP 
	Government and Democracy
Students learn about the processes through which government policy is shaped.

Code: VC2HC10K02
Elaboration:
· evaluating whether policy can effectively resolve a contemporary issue.

The link to the topic:
The topic of whether governments should regulate the use of facial recognition technology requires students to examine how government policy is shaped in response to a contemporary technological issue. Public concerns about privacy, data protection and surveillance influence political parties, interest groups and the media, which all contribute to shaping policy debate. Students can explore how proposals are developed, debated and passed through the legislative process. They can also evaluate whether such a regulation would effectively address concerns of misuse and protect individual rights. This makes the topic a relevant example of how government policy is developed and evaluated in a democratic system. 

The learning connects with the Convention topic as students take on the roles of political parties, interest groups, media representatives and community members to simulate how policy is shaped. In these pre-convention activities, students consider different stakeholder viewpoints, analyse media articles, and participate in class discussions to develop a better understanding of the topic as they prepare for the Convention.  




	Citizenship, Diversity and Identity
Students learn about individual and group participation in, and contribution to, civic life and global citizenship.

Code: VC2HC10K09
Elaboration:
· comparing the power held or perceived by different groups and individuals in Australian society.

The link to the topic:
This topic requires students to examine how different individuals and groups participate in civic life and influence decision-making in a diverse society. Concerns about bias and facial recognition technology, particularly in reference to the higher error rates affecting certain ethnic groups, raise important issues about discrimination, inclusion and unequal power. Some migrant communities may feel disproportionately impacted if the technology leads to misidentification or over-policing. 

The link to the Convention topic is strengthened through these pre-convention activities, where students investigate the perspectives of different individuals and communities. They examine how these groups participate in civic life by lobbying, using media platforms and advocating for reform. Students compare the power held by governments, technology companies and minority communities and identify groups that may be marginalised. This supports their understanding of citizenship, diversity and identity in a democratic society, aligning with this standard. 






	Citizenship, Diversity and Identity
Students learn about the challenges to and ways of sustaining a resilient democracy and a cohesive society in Australia. 

Code: VC2HC10K10
Elaboration:
· identifying the key characteristics of cohesive, democratic societies, such as cooperation, inclusion, respect and peaceful resolution of conflicts, and the importance of an active and informed citizenry.
· considering threats to Australian democracy and other democracies, such as the influence of vested interests, organised crime, corruption and lawlessness, and the impact of social media on the quality of civic debate about controversial matters.
· locating and discussing a range of possible threats to the resilience of democratic societies globally, such as extreme polarisation of views and a breakdown in social consensus, and the reasons for the rise of non-democratic forces, such as extremist groups with no commitment to democratic values.
· examining how a resilient democracy might be at odds with a cohesive society and how this can be resolved.

The link to the topic:
This Convention topic asks students to explore the challenges of maintaining a strong democracy and a united society. The issue highlights the conflict between safety and personal freedom, government power and individual rights and inclusion and discrimination. Through the pre-convention activities and the Convention debate, students identify key features of democratic societies such as respect, inclusion and informed participation. They also consider possible threats, including excessive surveillance, corporate influence and divided public debate. This allows students to evaluate whether regulation would strengthen democracy or create new challenges for social unity.




	Citizenship, Diversity and Identity
Students learn about the influence of a range of media, including social media, in shaping identity and attitudes to diversity. 

Code: VC2HC10K11
Elaboration:
· investigating a human rights campaign that uses social media and how members of the public have engaged with the issue.
· examining media and social media ownership and how this influences public opinion and policy.

The link to the topic:
Students explore the challenges of a strong democracy and a united society through their participation in this Convention topic. The issue highlights conflicts between safety and personal freedoms, and government power and individual rights. In the pre-convention activities, students investigate human rights and privacy campaigns using media to raise awareness about facial recognition technology. They examine how members of the public engage with these campaigns and influence government policy. This preparation helps students understand how media influence, public engagement and competing viewpoints affect democratic decision-making before taking part in the Convention. 






	Skills: Investigating contemporary issues, civics, and citizenship
Students learn to develop and evaluate questions to investigate contemporary political, legal and civic issues.

Code: VC2HC10S01
Elaboration:
· brainstorming questions about a contemporary issue and then evaluating which question will result in the most useful answer.
· developing a question to investigate how the Australian Government has responded to a regional or global issue.

The link to the topic:
Students complete a range of structured pre-convention tasks with set questions and guided points of discussion. Through these activities, students investigate key political and legal issues such as privacy, surveillance, government power and individual rights. Students answer guided questions and look closely at the evidence to provide the most detailed answers. Students also examine how the Australian government should respond to concerns about the rising use of facial recognition technology in our everyday lives. By working through guided discussion points, activities and tasks, students develop their critical thinking skills and deepen their understanding of the issue before participating in the Convention. This process supports their ability to investigate a contemporary civic issue in a structured and informed way. 




	Skills: Investigating contemporary issues, civics, and citizenship
Students evaluate information, data, perspectives and ideas from a range of sources on contemporary issues.

Code: VC2HC10S02
Elaboration
· explaining multiple perspectives responding to a global contemporary issue.
· examining possible changes to laws about human rights in Australia or Victoria, and the multiple perspectives on these changes.

The link to the topic:
Students evaluate information, data and perspectives from a range of sources on a contemporary civic issue. In the pre-convention activities, students analyse newspaper articles, YouTube clips, opinion pieces and other media sources. They also participate in a role-play activity to explore different viewpoints on facial recognition technology and whether it requires government regulation. They examine perspectives from law enforcement, community groups and government. Students consider whether the current regulation under the Privacy Act is enough to protect human rights or whether legal reform is necessary. This process strengthens their ability to critically assess sources, compare perspectives and form informed judgements before participating in the Convention. 






	Skills: Participating in civic processes
Students learn to evaluate the effectiveness of democratic decision-making.

Code: VC2HC10S06

Elaboration
· analysing the scope of consensus-building and what democratic decision-making may be needed at a bigger scale.

The link to the topic:
Students evaluate the effectiveness of democratic decision-making on a contemporary issue. Through the pre-convention activities and the Convention debate, students examine how consensus can be built between different groups with competing views, such as government, law enforcement (police) and community organisations. They consider whether democratic processes, including public debate, consultation and law reform, are effective in responding to complex technological challenges.




	Skills: Participating in civic processes
Students participate in and evaluate the methods and strategies of civic participation with regard to contemporary issues. 

Code: VC2HC10S07

Elaboration
· examining ways in which people under the age of 18 can participate in responding to a contemporary political, legal or civic issue.
1. determining effective ways to participate in various issues.
2. participating in civic processes in response to a contemporary global issue by creating an awareness-raising campaign.
· engaging with democratic institutions about a contemporary issue.

The link to the topic:
Students actively participate in civic processes in response to a contemporary issue. Through the pre-convention activities and the Convention debate, students explore different methods of civil participation such as advocacy, public debate and engagement with democratic institutions. They evaluate which strategies are most effective in influencing policy and democratic rights. This enables students to understand how individuals, including young people, can participate meaningfully in civic life. 






	[bookmark: _Toc196731360]Skills: Communicating 
Students learn to construct evidence-based arguments using civics and citizenship knowledge, concepts and different perspectives, and determine the most effective method of communication.

Code: VC2HC10S08
Elaboration:
· using reflective tools to evaluate how they came to their perspective on a contemporary issue and what evidence they used to come to that perspective, including acknowledging evidence that does not support their perspective.
· analysing the media and campaign methods of communication in relation to global issues.
· analysing the most effective methods of communication when responding to contemporary issues.
· determining whether some methods of communication are more effective in particular campaigns.

The link to the topic:
Students are required to construct evidence-based arguments using civics knowledge, key concepts and multiple perspectives. In the pre-convention activities, students analyse news reports, media campaigns and stakeholder viewpoints to gather evidence about privacy, security and human rights. They use this evidence to develop and justify their own position on the Convention topic. By examining newspaper articles and YouTube clips, they evaluate which methods of communication are most effective in influencing public opinion and government policy. This strengthens their ability to communicate informed arguments clearly and responsibly on a contemporary civic issue. 









CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING
	Questions and Possibilities
Students learn about when and how to critically reflect on suspension of judgement when generating and evaluating alternative ideas and possibilities from different perspectives.

Code: VC2CC10Q02
Elaboration
· comparing a creative process that quickly responds to initial judgements to one that intentionally suspends judgements over a period of time, reflecting on the quality of the ideas produced and discussing when each type of process might be used.
· discussing the concept of unconscious bias and how this might affect suspension of judgement when engaging with alternative perspectives and discussing ways to mitigate this.
· discussing how challenging assumptions and being open-minded can assist in evaluating ideas to generate possibilities, for example, with regard to developing enterprising behaviours (supported by research on specific entrepreneurs), or when engaging with different perspectives on social issues related to becoming a cashless society.
· exploring when it is appropriate to suspend judgment and when it is not, for the purpose of generating alternative ideas and possibilities. 

The link to the topic:
Students develop critical and creative thinking when exploring whether governments should regulate facial recognition technology. Rather than making a quick judgement, they keep an open mind and consider the perspectives of different groups, including the government, businesses and the public. They examine benefits such as improved security and efficiency, as well as concerns about privacy and the misuse of biometric data. Students challenge their own assumptions and explore possible responses, such as strong regulation, partial regulation, or maintaining current laws like the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). By comparing these options and considering their impact on different groups, students form reasoned conclusions based on evidence rather than opinion. 


















ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS
	Business and Entrepreneurship
Students learn about the strategies and tactics used by businesses to create and maintain a competitive advantage, including entrepreneurship, marketing and public relations. 

Code: VC2HE10K05
Elaboration:
· examining a list of well-known businesses and identifying the competitive advantage of each.
· researching public relations and the different strategies used by businesses to create a positive public image through the use of either contemporary or historical case studies.
· using case studies to illustrate how entrepreneurs can respond successfully to change in global and domestic economic and market conditions and use technologies to drive innovation.

The link to the topic:
Businesses aim to create a competitive advantage through many different means, aiming to increase their sales and profits. Using facial recognition technology may help businesses reduce theft, improve security and collect customer data in order to operate more efficiently and gain a competitive advantage over their competitors. However, there are concerns about privacy, data security and ethical use. If customers feel their information is not protected or their rights are not respected, a business can lose trust and damage its reputation. Reputation is important because consumer trust affects purchasing decisions, customer loyalty, sales and long-term success. Negative publicity or investigations can reduce a business’s competitive advantage. These pre-convention activities are designed to introduce students to the key issues surrounding facial recognition technology, including privacy, reputation, and government intervention, so they can understand the business impacts before forming a position. As a result, governments may introduce more regulations to protect consumers, which can change how businesses operate and market their services. 




	Investigating
Students learn to develop and modify questions suitable for investigation of contemporary economic, business, work or financial issues.

Code: VCRHE10S01

Elaboration:
· developing and modifying a range of questions to investigate an economics and business issue.
· developing and modifying a range of questions to improve the focus of an investigation.

The link to the topic:
Through participating in the Convention, students are required to develop and refine questions about contemporary economic and business issues. Facial recognition technology involves government intervention, business innovation and consumer protection, making it a suitable issue for investigation. In the pre-convention activities, students practise developing both broad and focused inquiry questions, such as whether regulation is justified and how it affects competitive advantage or consumer trust. These activities prepare students for the Convention by helping them clarify their focus, form hypotheses and build evidence-based arguments before presenting and defending their position.




 



[bookmark: _Toc227594783]LEARNING INTENTIONS FOR THESE STUDENT ACTIVITIES:
By the completion of these activities, students will be able to:
· Develop a comprehensive understanding of the legal, ethical and social implications of facial recognition technology.
· Examine the role of government in regulating emerging technologies.
· Apply critical thinking skills to evaluate arguments for and against government regulation.
· Analyse real-world case studies, media reports and stakeholder perspectives.
· Strengthen their ability to construct, express and justify viewpoints using evidence.
· Enhance public speaking and communication skills through discussion, role play and formal debate.
[bookmark: _Toc227594784]SUCCESS CRITERIA FOR THESE STUDENT ACTIVITIES:
Students will be able to:
· Clearly define facial recognition technology and explain how it is used.
· Identify and explain arguments that both support and oppose government regulation of facial recognition technology.
· Analyse key issues including privacy, consent, surveillance, data security, discrimination and public safety.
· Examine the perspectives of key stakeholders, including government, police, businesses and individuals.
· Refer to real-world examples and media reports as evidence.
· Present and justify their own informed opinion using supporting evidence.
· Demonstrate respectful and effective participation in class discussion and formal debate.












[bookmark: _Toc227594785]Activity 1: Introductory Tasks
[bookmark: _Toc227594786]1a: What is Government Regulation – Starter Activity 
	Learning Intentions
We will develop an understanding of government regulation, explain its purpose and accurately use key vocabulary related to facial recognition technology.

Success Criteria
I can explain what government regulation means and define key terms related to facial recognition technology.



	Task Instructions:
1. Think about the key terms that you will use in this unit of work and answer the questions below.
2. Share your answers with the rest of the class.



SAMPLE RESPONSES: (Student answers will vary)
1. In your own words, define government regulation. 
The rules set by the government to control how people and businesses behave or operate.
OR
The rules and laws made and enforced by a government to control the behaviour of individuals, businesses and organisations. 
2. What does government regulation aim to do?  List as many purposes or reasons that you can think of and give an example of each.
Example:  To raise money for public services, e.g. the Federal government collects GST or a goods and services tax to help pay for schools and hospitals. 
Government regulation aims to:
· Protect people from harm and unfair treatment, e.g. privacy laws control how companies collect and store personal data, or workplace safety laws require employers to provide safe working conditions for staff.
· Promote fairness to ensure people are treated the same in society and business, e.g., anti-discrimination laws, so people receive the same treatment regardless of their gender, race, disability, etc.  
· Reduce harm, whether it’s physical, financial or environmental, e.g., road safety laws such as speed limits, and drink driving laws, environmental laws to limit pollution or fraud laws that aim to protect people from financial losses. 
· Maintain order to provide stability in society, so there are laws to control public protests and behaviour, local council rules about parking and noise levels or tax laws to fund public services like schools and hospitals. 


3. Australia has a system of shared law-making powers between three levels of government:
			Local Government (L): Local Council
			State Government (S): Victoria, New South Wales, etc.
			Federal Government(F): National government of Australia
	Which level of government is responsible for the following? 
	Example: Australia’s currency – F (Federal Government)
1. Immigration Laws - Federal
2. Road Laws - State
3. Public schools - State
4. National privacy laws - Federal
5. Waste/rubbish collection – Local 
6. Criminal law - State
7. Parking permits - Local
8. Border protection - Federal
9. Building permits - Local

4. Key Terms: Facial Recognition Technology
Match the word with the correct meaning in the third column
	Word
	Meaning
	Matching letter and number

	1. Facial Recognition Technology
	a) Computer systems that can perform tasks that normally need human intelligence
	1 + h

	2. Privacy
	b) Laws and practices that keep personal information safe
	2 + e

	3. Surveillance
	c) Protection from danger or crime
	3 + f

	4. Consent
	d) Information collected and stored
	4 + g

	5. Data
	e) The right to keep personal information and parts of yourself secret
	5 +d

	6. Biometrics
	f) Close monitoring of people’s activities 
	6 +i

	7. Security
	g) Permission given by a person for their information to be used
	7 +c

	8. Civil Liberties
	h) Technology that identifies people by analysing their facial features
	8 +j

	9. Data Protection
	i) Unique physical features used to identify someone
	9 +b

	10. Artificial Intelligence
	j) Basic rights and freedoms of citizens
	10 +a





5. Highlight the words that you think apply to facial recognition technology. (explanations of relevant words provided)
	Cloud storage
Captures images from cameras
	Image
The system works by analysing a picture of a person’s face
	Database
Stores the facial data that is used to find a match
	Scan
The system takes an image of a person’s face to capture and analyse their facial features for identification purposes
	Consent
Technology collects and uses a person’s facial data, so permission or choice is needed about how biometric information is used

	Fingerprint
Another form of biometric identification
	Biometrics 
Unique characteristics (physical or behavioural) used to identify or verify the identity of an individual. 
	Privacy
Facial recognition collects and stores people's personal biometrics, which affects their right to control their own information
	Taxation
	Identification
Facial recognition technology that is designed to prove or confirm a person’s identity or who they are by analysing their facial features

	Camera
Takes a photo or video that is used in facial recognition

	Surveillance
Technology used to monitor and observe people 
	Public safety
Technology is often used to identify suspects and prevent crime in public spaces
	Biometric
Facial recognition technology uses unique physical features like a person’s face to identify who they are
	Algorithm
A set of instructions the system uses to analyse facial features and compare them to stored data to find a match

	Medicare
	Artificial Intelligence
 What enables the system to learn, analyse and recognise faces accurately over time

	Security
Facial recognition is used to confirm identity, and stop access to places, devices or information without permission
	Electricity
	Hacking
The system stores sensitive biometric data, and if the system is illegally accessed, then personal information can be stolen or misused

	Parliament
	Road rules
	Voting
	Facial scan
Refers to the process of capturing a person’s facial features for identification
	Cybersecurity
Facial recognition technology relies on digital networks and databases, so cybersecurity is needed to protect data from being hacked, leaked or misused.





[bookmark: _Toc227594787]1b: Brainstorming Facial Recognition Technology – Think-Pair-Share Activity
	Learning Intentions
We can identify what facial recognition technology is, how it works and where it is used.

Success Criteria
I can explain what facial recognition technology is and give examples of where it is used.



	Task Instructions:
1. With a partner, decide on the answers for each question on this topic and write them in the space provided.
2. Share with the rest of the class to work towards developing a common understanding of what facial recognition technology is.



SAMPLE RESPONSE (Students' answers will vary)
With a partner, think about the following questions and record your ideas in the space provided:
a. Where have you seen facial recognition used?
			Facial recognition has been used to:
· Unlock smartphones
· At airports for identity checks
· In shops for security
· Public spaces or venues through CCTV cameras, like in the CBD, Crown Casino, Chadstone Shopping Centre

b. Would you feel comfortable if facial recognition were used at your school? Why/Why not?
I would feel uncomfortable because it is an invasion of my privacy, and personal data can be collected without my permission.
		Or
I would support it for safety reasons to stop fights and disruptive behaviour, although I should have some say as to how my personal information is collected, stored and used.

c. Why would a business consider using facial recognition technology?
A business would use facial recognition technology to improve security, prevent theft of their merchandise, identify customers who are banned from their store and improve customer service by recognising repeat customers. 


d. [bookmark: _Toc196830860]For each image, describe what you see
[image: city monitoring probe - facial recognition technology stock pictures, royalty-free photos & images]Image 1: 





This is an example of a CCTV security camera that is used to monitor public spaces like Federation Square, recording images of people to help reduce crime and improve community safety. The cameras allow police and security staff to monitor suspicious behaviour, act quickly when there is an issue and manage large crowds during public events. If an incident occurs, recorded camera footage can help police identify the people involved and collect evidence to make an arrest. 
[image: please scan my face - facial recognition technology stock pictures, royalty-free photos & images]Image 2: 







The image shows a person holding a smartphone that shows a facial recognition screen. The person may be using this feature to prove their identity so they can unlock and access their mobile phone.  This is an example of biometric security where a person’s unique physical features, such as their face, are used instead of a password or PIN to confirm their identity.  Biometric security is quick, convenient, and provides secure access to the device.  It includes more than just facial recognition as it can also involve fingerprints, voice recognition and iris(eye) scans. 
[image: airport face recognition automatic gate - facial recognition technology stock pictures, royalty-free photos & images]Image 3:




The image shows automatic entry gates at an airport. These gates have digital screens that are used to control and check people who enter or leave this secured area. Travellers can scan their passports, and the system uses facial recognition technology to compare their face with the photo stored in the passport database. If the system confirms (agrees) that the faces match, the gates open automatically. The technology is used to check a traveller’s identity quickly and improve airport security. 
[bookmark: _Toc227594788]Activity 2:  Exploring Facial Recognition Technology through YouTube Clips – Group Investigation
	Learning Intentions
We will continue to develop our understanding of what facial recognition technology is as we prepare for the Convention.  

Success Criteria
I will work collaboratively to identify and summarise the key points from my group’s YouTube clip and contribute to the class discussion on this topic. 



	Task Instructions:
1. Watch the ‘Behind the News’ Clip as a whole class, then discuss the ideas and points of view about facial recognition technology.  
2. Your teacher will then assign you into a group (3-4 students) and allocate one YouTube clip to watch related to this topic.   
3. As a group, write the key points your YouTube clip makes about facial recognition technology (sentence starters have been provided to help you)  
4. Share your points with the rest of the class. 


SAMPLE RESPONSES (Student responses will vary)
1. Class discussion on Behind the News clip
Behind the News – Facial Recognition (3.41 minutes)
Questions to consider: (students can make notes as they watch the clip)
a. What is facial recognition technology?
Facial recognition technology is a type of *biometric technology that uses a person’s unique facial features or characteristics to identify or prove who they are. It scans and matches a person’s face against stored images in a * database. 
Note: 
*Biometric = unique physical features
*Database = collection of stored information

b. How does facial recognition technology work?
This technology scans an image of a person’s face on camera. It uses artificial intelligence to create a set of measurements that work out how far apart the features of your face are (e.g., distance between eyes, shape of nose and jawline). These measurements are turned into a facial map and compared to images stored in a database to find a match. 
c. Identify two ways facial recognition can be used in the real world.
The ways it is used include:
· to unlock a smartphone,
· identify people at the airport or at stadiums/venues,
· for security reasons, by the police to identify suspects or missing persons.

d. Explain two problems or concerns linked to facial recognition technology.
Accuracy and bias issues, as the technology is not always accurate and may incorrectly identify people, especially those of a diverse ethnic background, leading to unfair treatment. 
Misuse of information with the possibility of the data falling into the wrong hands and being used to impersonate or pretend to be other people. 
OR
Privacy issues if people are being scanned without their knowledge or permission in a public place, which is a loss of their personal privacy.
e. What was the issue or problem with Bunning’s use of facial recognition technology?
Bunnings Warehouse used facial recognition technology in some of its stores to monitor customers and identify people who had caused problems in the past. The issue was that many customers did not know their facial data was being collected. 
f. Why is more government regulation needed for this technology? 
More regulations may be needed to:
· protect people’s privacy
· make sure *informed consent has been given before data is collected
· prevent misuse or over- surveillance/monitoring of people
· ensure accuracy and fairness
Note:
*Informed consent =a person clearly understands what they are agreeing to before they give their approval 
Group 1: How facial recognition works.
Tech Round – What is Facial Recognition Technology? (4:51 minutes). 
Sentence Starters to guide your notetaking as you watch the clip:
Facial recognition technology is
A form of biometric identification that uses a person’s facial features to identify or confirm who they are.
It works by
Scanning a face and turning it into digital information that a computer can understand or by analysing an image from a camera.
First, the system
Takes an image or video of a person’s face using a camera.
Next, it
Identifies key features such as the distance between the eyes, the shape of the nose and the outline of the face.

Then, it compares 
This information (called a faceprint) is used to match images stored in a database.
This helps to
Find a match and confirm a person’s identity or who they are.
An example of this is:  
· Unlocking a smartphone,
· Security checks at airports,
· Identifying someone in a public place.
One benefit: (students only need to list one)
· Quick, convenient and can improve security.
· Can be used by the police to improve public safety, identify criminals, and help find missing persons.
· Helps protect businesses from theft by identifying suspects and acting as a warning to people who may consider stealing.
· Can strengthen airport security by identifying passengers who may be a risk.
· Help banks identify customers and prevent fraud.
· Makes shopping more convenient by recognising loyal customers and offering personalised deals or faster service.
· Can be used in apps (like photo storage) to tag and organise photos, making them easier to search and find.
One concern: (students only need to list one)
· Can be a serious threat to privacy as people may not know when or where their face is being scanned.
· Can affect individual freedoms, as constant scanning can make people feel watched or judged.
· May breach rights, especially if data is collected without clear permission.
· Can make mistakes and wrongly identify someone.
· Storing facial data can create security risks, such as the potential for hacking.
· Can be used for fraud and crime if the data is stolen or misused, e.g. to open bank accounts.
Overall, this video clip shows:
How facial recognition technology works step- by- step, how it is used and the potential risks



Group 2: Strengths and weaknesses of facial recognition
Technologist – The Pros and Cons of Facial Recognition Technology (8.39 minutes)  
One strength of facial recognition
Can improve security by helping to identify people quickly. This can improve public safety, help identify criminals and assist in finding missing persons.
Another strength 
It is fast and can save time in places like airports by identifying passengers who may be a risk and in shops by helping to recognise people who have stolen items.
An example 
Using facial recognition at airports or to unlock smartphones.
One weakness of facial recognition 
It can affect people’s privacy as they may not know when or where their faces are being scanned.
Another weakness 
It is not always accurate and can make mistakes when identifying a person, which may result in someone being wrongly identified or unfairly treated.
The video clip suggests that
Facial recognition has both benefits and risks that need to be considered.



Group 3: Ethical or moral issues and risks linked to facial recognition 
Risk Bites – What are the risks and ethics of facial recognition tech? Public Interest Technology (4.29 minutes)  
The clip states that:
Facial recognition technology can improve security, identify people more quickly and unlock mobile phones.
However, there are important ethical issues that must be considered:
Privacy: individuals can be tracked, monitored or scanned without their knowledge or consent, especially in a public space. How much monitoring is appropriate, and how do people have control over their own personal information?
Fairness and bias: research has shown that facial recognition systems can be less accurate for certain groups of people, which can lead to unequal treatment under the law.
Government regulations: rules to make sure that facial recognition technology is used responsibly, that it protects individual rights, prevents misuse and promotes fairness.



Group 4: How facial recognition works The Free 4U – How Face Recognition Works? (5.10 minutes)
What is facial recognition technology?
 A type of biometric technology, like fingerprints or iris scans, that uses the unique features of your face to identify or prove who you are.
Every person’s face has distinct features, such as the distance between their eyes, the width of their nose, the shape of their cheekbones, and the length of their jawline, which are used to build a faceprint.
Five steps of facial recognition
1.  Image Capture: A camera is used to capture an image or video of a face using a smartphone, camera or another connected device.
2. Face Detection: The system locates the face within the image taken, even if it is in a crowd.
3. Feature mapping: An algorithm maps key facial landmarks such as the eyes, nose, mouth and ears, measuring angles and distance to create a unique facial signature or map. 
4. Comparison:  The facial map is compared to images stored in a database, whether it is a saved face on a phone or a larger database used for security purposes.
 5. Result: The system provides a result which could be a match (identity confirmed) or no match (access denied).
Where is facial recognition technology used?
· Unlocking smartphones and authorising payments.
· Airport border control to confirm travellers.
· Retail shops to prevent shoplifting or analyse customer behaviour.
· Banks to confirm transactions and online logins.
· Police investigations using surveillance footage.
· Some schools and universities require students to record attendance.
Facial recognition is not perfect because:
 It can be less accurate:
· In low lighting or crowded places.
· When people wear masks, hats, or glasses.
· When faces change due to ageing, makeup or facial hair.
Research shows that some systems have higher error rates for certain groups, particularly women and people from different racial backgrounds.
As the technology continues to develop:
· Algorithms are becoming more accurate and are designed to reduce bias.
· Some systems are moving towards storing data locally on devices rather than in cloud databases.
· Ethical AI guidelines are being developed to support more responsible use.
· Governments around the world are debating whether to regulate, restrict or expand its use. 
In summary:
Facial recognition has become a powerful digital tool for identification. It offers convenience and improved security, but also raises important questions about privacy and fairness.
Group 5: Facial recognition: How it works 
(suitable for EAL students or those with low literacy levels)
AFP News Agency – Facial recognition. How does it work? (1.17 minutes)
What is facial recognition? 
Facial recognition is a technology that uses your face to identify who you are, using a photo or facial image.
How does facial recognition work? 
· A camera scans your face. 
· The system looks at key features like your eyes, nose, and mouth.
· It turns these features into a “faceprint” (data). 
· It compares your face to stored images.
· If it matches, your identity is confirmed. 
Why is facial recognition used? 
· To fight crime by the police.
· To unlock phones.
· For security (e.g. at airports). 
· To identify people quickly. 
· To access bank accounts or social media platforms.
Some concerns about the use of facial recognition: 
· Privacy: Your face is personal information and cannot be changed if it is misused.
· Freedom: People may feel that they are always being watched.
· Privacy: Facial data can be hacked, leaked or used in the wrong way.








[bookmark: _Toc227594789]Activity 3: Australia’s Privacy Laws 
[bookmark: _Toc227594790]Activity 3a:  Did You Know? – Cloze Activity
	Learning Intentions
We will learn more about how current privacy laws protect people when facial recognition technology is used.

Success Criteria
I can explain Australia’s current privacy laws and consider whether they are enough to protect individual rights.



	Task Instructions:
1. As a class, read the ‘Did You Know’ facts and then complete the cloze activity independently.
2. Complete the extension question and share your thoughts with the class on whether the current regulations for facial recognition technology are strong and effective. (i.e. they work)



· [image: Wood human figure]In Australia, facial recognition is mainly regulated under the Privacy Act 1988 and applies to Government agencies (such as the Taxation Office and the Federal Police) and many private businesses.
· The Privacy Act includes the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs), which set out the rules that organisations must follow to protect people’s personal information.
· Facial recognition technology can be used to identify a person or prove their identity using a facial image.
· You cannot change your facial features, which is why facial images used for identification are considered sensitive information under the Privacy Act and have stronger legal protection.
· Businesses usually need clear and informed consent before collecting sensitive information. This means you should know when your data is being collected, why it is being collected, and how it will be used, and you should be given the choice about whether to agree to it.
· Walking into a store may not count as valid consent.
· The Privacy Act wants organisations to balance safety and security with privacy and individual rights.
· Organisations can only collect sensitive information if they genuinely need it to do their job.  
· Organisations must take reasonable steps to keep personal information secure and prevent it from being misused, lost, accessed or shared without permission.
· Businesses usually need clear permission where people understand what they are agreeing to before they collect sensitive information.
· The law requires organisations to balance safety and security with privacy and individual rights.
· The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) can investigate privacy breaches to decide if the law has been broken.
· Because facial recognition technology collects biometric data, businesses and government agencies using it must comply or follow the Privacy Act and the Australian Privacy Principles.


SAMPLE RESPONSES
Cloze Activity – Use the information above to fill in the missing words:
1. In Australia, facial recognition is mainly regulated under the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth).
2. The Privacy Act includes the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs), which set rules for protecting personal information.
3. Facial recognition technology can be used to identify who someone is or prove their identity. 
4. A facial image used for identification is considered sensitive information under the law.
5. Biometric data usually requires clear and informed consent before it can be collected.
6. Consent must be informed, which means that people understand why their data is being collected and how it will be used.
7. Simply walking into a store may not be considered as valid consent.
8. Organisations can only collect sensitive information if it is necessary for them to do their job. 
9. Organisations must take reasonable steps to keep personal information secure and prevent its misuse or unlawful access.
10. If privacy laws are breached or broken, the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) can investigate this matter. 
Extension question: 

SAMPLE RESPONSES (Students' answers will vary)

Do you think the Privacy Act 1988 is strong enough to regulate facial recognition technology? Give reasons for your answer. 

Yes, the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) is strong enough to regulate facial recognition technology as it protects personal and sensitive information, including facial images. The Australian Privacy Principles require organisations to obtain consent before collecting sensitive information and to make sure it’s necessary for their work. The Act also requires organisations to store information securely and not misuse or share it unlawfully. Therefore, the law already has protections in place to allow facial recognition technology to be used appropriately. 

OR

No, the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) is not strong enough to regulate facial recognition technology. The Act was written before facial recognition technology became common. Although it protects sensitive information, it does not clearly explain how long biometric data can be kept or how it can be shared. Facial recognition technology has become a powerful tool and can be used for large-scale surveillance or monitoring, which creates privacy issues. The law needs to be updated to include limits, stronger consent rules and tougher penalties for its misuse. 


[bookmark: _Toc227594791]Activity 3b: Application Scenarios – Group Work
	Learning Intentions
We will apply our knowledge of Australia’s current privacy laws to real-life scenarios involving facial recognition technology.

Success Criteria
I can identify when facial recognition technology is being used in a scenario and whether privacy rights have been affected. 



	Task Instructions:
1. Your teacher will allocate a scenario to each group of 3-4 students.
2. As a group, read your allocated scenario and discuss the questions that follow.
3. Prepare a summary of your ideas and share with the rest of the class. 



SAMPLE RESPONSES (Student answers will vary)
Scenario 1: Shopping Centre Security
A shopping centre has installed facial recognition cameras at all the entrances to help reduce shoplifting and other criminal activity. A small sign at each entrance says ‘CCTV in operation for security purposes’. Customers are not given any further details about how the technology works, what data is collected, how long it is stored for, and if it is shared. 
Consider the following:
· Is this informed consent? (i.e. giving clear permission with a choice to refuse)
No, this is not, as the small sign does not clearly explain that facial recognition is being used, what data is to be collected, how long it will be stored for and whether it will be shared. For consent to be informed, customers need to clearly understand how their faceprint or biometric data is being used.

· Is scanning everyone who comes into the shopping centre necessary?
While preventing crime is important, scanning every person who enters the shopping centre may be unnecessary if only a small number of people are involved in shoplifting. Most customers who go shopping are likely to feel that being automatically scanned is an invasion of their privacy. The shopping centre could use other, less extreme options, like having visible security guards, more CCTV cameras, or using security tags on high-value items to reduce theft. 

· Does this balance safety and privacy?
While it may improve safety without informed consent and clear rules about how faceprints are collected, stored and used, it can reduce customers’ right to privacy and limit their ability to choose whether they want to enter the shopping centre. 



Scenario 2: School Attendance System
A school introduces facial recognition technology to automatically record student attendance. Parents are told that it will save time, but they are not given any further details about how the data will be collected, stored or protected. 
Consider the following:
· Is consent properly informed for both students and parents?
No, it is not, as parents and students have not been clearly informed about how facial data is collected, stored, protected and possibly shared before agreeing to its use.

· Is the use of biometric data necessary for school attendance?
Traditional methods of marking the rolls, such as calling out names or using swipe cards, can record student attendance just as well as collecting sensitive biometric data. These options are familiar to both parents and students, simple to use and will not raise privacy concerns as they do not require storing students’ facial information. 

· What are the privacy and security risks of collecting and storing students’ facial data? 
If student facial data is hacked or misused, it cannot be changed like a password. There are also concerns about the long-term storage of the students’ faceprints.  

[bookmark: _Toc227594792]Scenario 3: Concert Entry
A music venue uses facial recognition technology to verify or prove ticket holders and prevent ticket fraud. Customers must scan their face to enter the venue. There is no alternative method of identity verification or confirmation allowed, and entry is refused if a person does not agree to the facial scan. 
Consider the following:
· Can consent be considered as voluntary if there is no other way to enter the venue?
If entry is refused unless a person agrees to a facial scan, then consent is not voluntary, as the customer is not given a true choice to say no. 

· Is requiring facial recognition fair to stop ticket fraud?
While it may reduce fraud, it is important to consider whether there are other options available, such as checking a driver’s licence, ID card or passport, which could work just as well to prevent ticket scams. 

· Does this rule allow a balance between the interests of the business and the privacy rights of individuals?
The issue here is the venue’s interest in preventing fraud, which must be weighed against the customer’s right to privacy. A fairer option may be for the venue to offer alternative methods to verify ticket holders’ identities. 


[bookmark: _Toc227594793]Scenario 4: Gym membership
A gym replaces swipe cards with facial recognition technology to stop membership sharing. Members are told the system is more convenient and secure, but they are not offered another option to use the facilities.
Consider the following:
· Do members have a real choice here, or is their consent compulsory?
If no other options are offered, then consent is more compulsory than voluntary.

· Is the collection of sensitive information necessary to prevent membership sharing?
A swipe card or digital pass can still stop people from membership sharing without needing to use facial recognition technology. The gym should consider whether it is fair and reasonable to require members to have their faces scanned for this purpose, as there are issues of privacy and choice to consider. 

· Is this approach a balance between the needs of the business and individual privacy rights?
Not really, as it seems to favour the gym’s interests in preventing fraud over its members’ right to privacy. Instead of expecting everyone to use facial scans, the gym should consider offering alternative options. This shows that they value members’ privacy while still trying to protect their own interests.  

Scenario 5: Office Building Access
A corporate office building installs facial recognition technology to monitor employees as they enter and leave the workplace. Employees are told this is to improve security and accurately track their attendance.
Consider the following:
· Can employees refuse to use this technology?
No, not if they want to keep their jobs. They may be pressured to comply or obey to continue working at the business.

· Does the employer’s authority make it harder for employees to say no?
Yes, as employees may worry that refusing could affect their job security, relationships at work or future job opportunities. 

· How should the business protect this data?
The business should limit access to the data, store it securely and ensure that it is not used for unrelated purposes. The business must also follow privacy laws and explain how long the data will be kept before it is deleted. 








[bookmark: _Toc227594794]Activity 4: Media Analysis – Mind Map Group Work Activity
	Learning Intentions
We will consider different viewpoints about facial recognition technology and decide whether it achieves a fair balance between public safety and individual privacy. 

Success Criteria
I can identify and list the main arguments for and against the use of facial recognition technology from reading one or more of the articles provided.  



	Task Instructions:
Five articles outline the strengths and weaknesses of facial recognition technology. One article has been provided, and the remaining four are available through the attached links. Your teacher will assign each group of 3-4 students one article to read and complete the following tasks:
1. Carefully read your group’s allocated article and highlight the arguments both supporting and opposing the use of facial recognition technology.
2. Record these arguments in the mind map provided, placing each point into either the ‘For’ or ‘Against’ category.
3. For every argument identified, decide whether it mainly related to:
*Safety (S)
*Privacy Rights (P)
*Government Responsibility (G)
and place the appropriate letter (S, P or G) next to each point in the mind map.
4. Write a short paragraph (4-5 lines) explaining which category, i.e. Safety, Privacy or Government Responsibility, is the most strongly highlighted in your article. 


Article 1: Facial Recognition Technology: Fighting Tool or Privacy Threat? 
	NEWS TODAY
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 
[image: ]
Facial Recognition Technology: Fighting Tool or Privacy Threat?
Imagine walking into Highpoint or Northland Shopping Centre and being identified before you even step inside your favourite shop. No ID card, no ticket, just your face.

Facial recognition technology is fast becoming part of our everyday lives. Many of us already use this technology to unlock our mobile phones. It is also being used in airports, at large events and sometimes by the police to identify suspects.  Is this then technology that is a threat to our privacy, or is it a safety measure we cannot live without?

Police and security agencies tell us that facial recognition can help solve crimes faster. Instead of spending hours going through CCTV footage, the police can use the technology to quickly match a face to a database. Traveller’s identities can be checked at airports to reduce fraud, while at concerts or sporting events, this can help find people who are banned or considered dangerous.

Many supporters of this technology believe that governments have the responsibility to protect their citizens. If this type of technology can help prevent crime or act more quickly in emergencies, then they argue it should be used. Supporters of this technology also point out that many people are already choosing to use facial recognition on their devices. So, if we trust it on our phones, then why not in public spaces with proper rules?

However, not everyone feels comfortable with the idea of their face being scanned without their knowledge. Remember, with your mobile phone, you can choose to use facial recognition, whereas when it happens in public, people may not know when or where the data is being collected.

This raises the problem of consent or permission. Should your face be stored in a database without your knowledge or permission? There is also the question of accuracy, as studies have shown that facial recognition systems do not always get it right. What does this actually mean? Mistakes can lead to innocent people being questioned or treated unfairly. Critics of this technology are concerned that if there are no strong laws, then facial recognition could lead to constant monitoring or the feeling of being watched all the time. 

The question is to find the right balance. Governments have a responsibility to keep people safe, but they also have a duty to protect individual rights related to privacy and freedom.

Some believe the solution is strong regulations. This means clear rules about when facial recognition can be used, how long data can be stored and who can have access to it.
The challenge is making sure we stay safe without taking away people’s personal freedom.



SAMPLE RESPONSE (Student answers will vary)
	ARGUMENTS IN FOR FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY 👍
	ARGUMENTS AGAINST FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY👎

	Helps police solve crimes faster by matching faces to databases (S)

Reduces the time spent studying CCTV footage (S)

Improves airport security and reduces identity fraud (S)

Helps prevent crime and respond to emergencies quickly (S/G)

Governments have a responsibility to protect citizens (G)

Many people already trust and use facial recognition on their phones (S) 
	People may be scanned without their knowledge or permission (P)

Facial data may be stored without permission (P)

Technology is not always accurate and can make mistakes (P/S)

Innocent people may be questioned or treated unfairly due to errors the technology makes (P/S)

Lack of strong laws could lead to its misuse (G)

May reduce personal freedom (P)




Summary:
In this article, privacy rights stand out as the biggest concern. Although the safety benefits of facial recognition are mentioned, more attention is given to people being scanned without their consent and their facial data being stored without permission. The article also refers to the technology making mistakes with identity, causing innocent people to be questioned. Protecting personal privacy and freedom should be of key importance when deciding how this technology is used.

Article 2: The Conversation – How safe is your face? The pros and cons of having facial recognition everywhere
SAMPLE RESPONSE (Student answers will vary)
	ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF OR FOR FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY 👍
	ARGUMENTS AGAINST FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY👎

	Facial recognition makes everyday tasks faster and more convenient, e.g. scanning your face to board a plane instead of showing a ticket or some form of ID (S)

It makes checking someone’s identity quicker and easier in places like airports, businesses and other services, helping things run more smoothly and securely (S)

The technology can help keep people safe by quickly identifying possible threats or suspicious behaviour before a situation becomes dangerous (S)

	Facial recognition is causing growing concerns about privacy breaches, especially when companies use it without people knowing or giving their consent (P)

Major retailers were found to be scanning faces without customer permission, which highlights consent issues (P/G)

Once facial data is stored, it stays in a database indefinitely, not like passwords, which can be changed (P)

Facial recognition systems are not always accurate or correct, so they can mistake the identity of people, leading to unfair treatment (P/S) 

There are concerns about the use of facial recognition to confirm ages on social media or in schools, which raises privacy issues (P)



Summary:
 The article looks at both advantages and disadvantages of facial recognition technology, but its focus is more on privacy concerns. It does explain that the technology can improve safety by speeding up identity checks and helping prevent crimes, but there is much more discussion about problems like people being scanned without their consent, facial data being stored over a long period of time and the risk of mistakes. It also questions whether companies and the government are managing this sensitive information responsibly and whether current laws are strong enough to protect individual rights. 



Article 3: Kaspersky – What is Facial Recognition – Definition and Explanation 
SAMPLE RESPONSE (Student answers will vary)
	ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF OR FOR FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY 👍
	ARGUMENTS AGAINST FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY👎

	It can help identify criminals to improve public safety and security (S)

The technology allows faces to be detected and matched quickly, making processes like boarding flights or entering secure areas (e.g. airport lounges) faster and more efficient (S)

It removes the need for traditional IDs or passwords, making communication smoother and easier for users (S)

The technology is being used more in everyday services such as airports, banks and healthcare practices, where it can help improve customer services (S)

	When facial recognition is combined with cameras and AI, it can make people feel that they are constantly being monitored, which interferes with their personal freedom and privacy (P)

The technology can make mistakes, leading to innocent people being wrongly identified or investigated (P/S)

Collecting and storing facial data, especially without consent, raises serious privacy and ethical questions (P)

For the system to work well, large amounts of personal biometric data needs to be stored, which increases the risk of leaks and the data being hacked (P)

If someone’s facial data is stolen, it cannot be changed like a password, so breaches are more serious (P)




Summary:
The article refers to both the positives and negatives of facial recognition technology. It explains that the technology can improve security, make identity checks faster and everyday activities more convenient. However, it also raises concerns about the risks of mass surveillance or monitoring of people, the possibility of mistakes that could wrongly identify someone and the dangers of storing large amounts of sensitive biometric data. 


Article 4: The Knowledge Academy – Pros and Cons of Facial Recognition: An Overview 
SAMPLE RESPONSE (Student answers will vary)
	ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF OR FOR FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY 👍
	ARGUMENTS AGAINST FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY👎

	Improves security and safety, and helps stop unauthorised access and threats, especially at airports (S)

Fraud prevention, as it reduces identity theft, e.g. banks can use facial recognition when users unlock their devices using Face ID (S)

Convenience as it simplifies or makes easier identity checks and everyday tasks such as unlocking a smartphone (P)

Personalised services based on recognition in retail and hospitality, for example, using stored customer profiles for faster check-ins (P)

Improved user experience as it can provide a quick check and verification of someone (G)

It is accessible for people with disabilities as it can help verify their identity without requiring them to type or provide physical documents. (G) 
 
Innovation, as it is driven by new technology that improves existing services, e.g. digital payments, customer service processes (G)

	Privacy concerns about the collection and storage of biometric data without full consent (P)

Accuracy issues, as mistakes can be made in the identification of a person because of poor image quality or a change in appearance (S)

Ethical concerns (doing the right thing) about consent and surveillance/monitoring of people (P)

Misuse of data by government or organisations (G)

Risk of data being hacked or breached (S)

The issue of bias can be less accurate for some ethnic groups, raising the issue of fairness (P)



Summary: 
In this article, privacy rights are more strongly highlighted. While there are advantages/benefits such as improved security and convenience, there is also a greater focus on how facial recognition can threaten individual privacy through the collection of biometric data, accuracy and fairness concerns.


Article 5: IT Pro – The pros and cons of facial recognition technology 
SAMPLE RESPONSE (Student answers will vary)
	ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF OR FOR FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY 👍
	ARGUMENTS AGAINST FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY👎

	Helps find missing people and can be used to identify criminals (S)

Protects businesses and workplaces against crime and theft (S)

Improves security in banks and airports through identity checks and fraud prevention (S)

Fewer staff are needed for identity checks, making the process quicker for customers. (G)

Can help organise photos and devices, e.g. Face ID on mobile phones (P/G)

Can help support medical research, as some facial features can help find genetic conditions (G)

	Technology can affect personal privacy rights (P)

Constant scanning can make people feel watched and reduce their freedom of movement (P)

Facial data is highly sensitive and protected under privacy laws (G/P)

A large database of facial biometric data can attract hackers (S)

Stolen facial data can be misused, e.g. identity fraud (S)

Errors can lead to the misidentification of some groups (S)

Mistakes can lead to wrongful arrests and harm a person’s reputation. (S)

Technology is not as accurate as lighting, angles, and disguises can trick the system (S)

Lack of accountability/responsibility about who has access to the data and how it is used (G)




Summary: 
In this article, privacy rights are the most strongly highlighted category. Many of the disadvantages or arguments against facial recognition technology focus on how it can put personal freedoms at risk and not provide strong protection of the data collected. While safety benefits such as identifying criminals and improving security are listed, the article places more emphasis on privacy concerns and risks of misuse.





[bookmark: _Toc227594795]Activity 5: The Bunning’s Breach Case Study and other articles – Reading Comprehension Activity
	Learning Intentions
We are learning to analyse real-world examples of facial recognition technology and assess whether businesses and governments are balancing safety with individuals’ privacy rights.  

Success Criteria
I can identify the legal and moral issues raised in the Bunnings case study and compare different media perspectives on the use of facial recognition technology.  



	Task Instructions:
1. Read the two articles about the Bunnings facial recognition case and answer the questions that follow.
2. Share your answers with the rest of the class in a group discussion.
3. In pairs, read one of the two additional articles provided and make some dot points under the headings given, and be prepared to share these points with the rest of the class. (optional)



SAMPLE RESPONSES (Student answers will vary)
1. Media Release
	Bunnings and Facial Recognition: What happened?

Australia’s Privacy Commissioner Carly Kind found that Bunnings breached privacy laws by using facial recognition technology in some of its stores. Between 2018 and 2021, 63 Bunnings stores across Victoria and New South Wales used CCTV cameras with facial recognition software. This system scanned and recorded the faces of everyone who walked into the store. 
[image: Bunnings Warehouse Australia Melbourne Australia- April 25, 2014: Bunnings Warehouse hardware store Australia. bunnings warehouse stock pictures, royalty-free photos & images]
The Commissioner said that the facial recognition technology is one of the most ethically challenging technologies being used today. While it may help prevent crime or reduce violence, businesses must balance security methods with people’s right to privacy. The decision made it clear that just because a technology is useful or convenient does not mean it is legal or morally acceptable. In this case, Bunnings used an excessive approach by scanning all the customers, instead of focusing only on those suspected of wrongdoing. 

The Commissioner found that Bunnings collected sensitive personal information (people’s facial images) without obtaining proper consent. Customers were not clearly informed that their faces were being scanned, and the company did not provide enough detail in its privacy policy about how the technology was being used. This means that most customers were not aware that their biometric information was being collected and stored. 

Following the investigation, Bunnings stopped using the facial recognition system.  The Commissioner ordered the company not to repeat these privacy breaches and reminded all businesses and organisations that when introducing new technologies, they must follow privacy laws and carefully consider the effect on individual rights. 

Adapted from: https://www.oaic.gov.au/news/media-centre/bunnings-breached-australians-privacy-with-facial-recognition-tool


a. Do you think customers gave proper consent for the use of facial recognition technology by just walking into Bunnings or was this not enough? Why/Why not?
No, customers did not give proper consent by simply walking into a Bunnings Warehouse. Consent must be informed or made known, voluntary and clearly given. Most customers were not aware that their biometric data (i.e. their facial print) was being collected and stored. Without proper notice and understanding they did not truly agree to the collection of their data under privacy law.
b. Is a small sign at the entrance of the Bunning store enough to clearly inform customers that their facial (biometric) data may be collected? Why or why not?
A small sign is not enough. Facial recognition involves collecting sensitive biometric data which needs stronger transparency and clarity to be seen. Customer should clearly be told what the data is being collected for, how it will be stored, and why it is being used. If the sign is unclear or easily missed, then it does not meet the standard of well-informed consent (be clearly told). 
c. If the aim is to reduce shoplifting, could Bunnings have used other methods instead of facial recognition technology? Give some examples?
Yes, Bunnings could have used other methods, including more security guards, CCTV without facial recognition, anti-theft tags, improved store layout, and the banning of known offenders who have shoplifted before, instead of the technology. 
d. Do you think the law should require businesses to seek clear permission before using technologies like facial recognition, even if they say it is for safety? Give reasons for your opinion.
Yes, the law should require clear permission because facial recognition is highly sensitive personal information that cannot be changed. Privacy is a basic right, and businesses should not overlook or ignore this for convenience. Bunnings needs to ensure that it obtains clear consent from customers, handles the data responsibly and protects it to prevent misuse. 
e. Do you agree with the findings of the Commissioner? Why/Why not?
Yes, I agree with the Commission’s decision because Bunnings scanned every customer without obtaining their proper consent to prevent crime. While safety is important, it must be balanced with individual rights and privacy protection. Customers were not clearly told about how their facial data was being collected, stored or used.  
OR
No, I do not agree with the Commission’s decision. Facial recognition technology was used to improve  the safety of customers and staff by identifying individuals who had been violent or involved in theft. Bunnings displayed signage in their stores informing customers of its use. Therefore, the use of this technology  could be seen as reasonable in protecting the wider community. 


Newspaper article 2: 
ABC News – Bunnings wins fight to use AI facial recognition tech to combat store crime, opening door for other retailers. 
a. What did the Administrative Review Tribunal decide about Bunning’s use of facial recognition technology in its stores?
The Administrative Review Tribunal recognised that Bunnings faced genuine risks, including violent incidents and organised retail theft. The use of facial recognition technology was reasonable to reduce crime and protect staff and customers. 
b. Why did the Tribunal say Bunnings was allowed to use facial recognition to help crime and staff safety?
The Tribunal decided that, given the evidence of ongoing safety and security threats, Bunning had grounds to use the technology. It found that using facial recognition was fair to reduce crime and protect those who came into the warehouse as customers or worked there as employees. 
c. What did the Tribunal say Bunnings needed to improve, even though they could use the technology?
Bunnings needs to improve communication and clarity. This included clearer privacy notices and better information about how facial data was collected, stored and used. Stronger safeguards and policies were needed to properly protect customers’ information. 
d. How might this ruling effect other large stores or businesses in Australia?
This ruling may push other larger retailers to consider using facial recognition technology, given the increasing problem of theft. However, these businesses would need strong privacy policies and protections to avoid any legal issues. It could also encourage the government to make the privacy laws on biometric data much clearer. 
e. Do you think it is more important for Bunnings to protect privacy or prevent crime? Give reasons for your answer using the information in the article. 
Both are important, but privacy should not be ignored just because crime prevention is convenient. The Tribunal recognised that serious safety risks existed, but it also required stronger safeguards. This shows that the technology can be used, but only if it is balanced with privacy protections, especially because of the sensitive data. 
Additional newspaper articles to consider:


Newspaper Article 3:
Real Commercial – Face scans to become ‘commonplace’ in Australian shops 
What the article says about legal changes:
· Privacy laws may be updated to deal with biometric data more.
· Greater regulation of facial recognition is possible.
· Businesses may face stricter requirements.
· There may be increased monitoring by the government.
Why retailers might use facial recognition:
· To reduce shoplifting and crime.
· Identify repeat offenders.
· Improve store security.
· Improve customer safety. 
Possible benefits of the technology:
· Quicker identification of threats.
· Safer environment for staff to work in.
· Less financial loss through theft.
· Better security processes.
Risks the article raises about this technology:
· Invasion of privacy.
· Misuse of sensitive data.
· Possibility of data breaches/leaks.
· Loss of customer trust.
What this could mean for shopping in the future:
· Increased surveillance or monitoring of people in stores.
· More technology-based security systems.
· Stronger privacy notices.
· More debate about ethical/moral issues.


Newspaper Article 4:
The Conversation – Australians like facial recognition for ID but don’t want it used for surveillance, new survey shows 
What the survey found:
· Australians support facial recognition technology in limited situations.
· People are cautious about surveillance uses.
· Trust in organisations affects whether people accept it.
· Many want strong legal protections.
When Australians support facial recognition:
· For identity proof, e.g. passports, banking.
· To prevent serious crime.
· National security purposes.
·  In a setting with clear rules and informed consent.
When Australians do not support it:
· For mass surveillance or monitoring in public spaces.
· Retail tracking without consent.
· Monitoring for advertising purposes.
· Misuse of government authority.
Concerns about the technology:
· Loss of privacy.
· Risk of hacking.
· Bias and misidentification.
· Lack of transparency or clarity.
Why consent and clear rules matter:
· Protect individual rights.
· Build public trust.
· Ensure accountability or responsibility.
· Prevent misuse of sensitive data that cannot be changed.



[bookmark: _Toc227594796]Activity 6: The Town Hall Meeting – Role Play Activity
	Learning Intentions
We are learning to explore different viewpoints about using facial recognition technology in the community and the need to develop fair and balanced rules that protect both safety and individual rights.

Success Criteria
I can clearly explain my assigned viewpoint using relevant arguments for this topic, listen to opposing perspectives and contribute in class, developing three clear and fair ‘Golden Rules’.



	Task Instructions:
1.  You will be assigned a role and must present and defend that perspective or point of view in relation to the proposed installation of facial recognition technology at all the public parks.
2. As a class you will then work collaboratively to develop three “Golden Rules” that reflect and balance the key arguments raised during the role play. 



	Scenario:
A fictional suburb is considering installing facial recognition technology in all the public parks to reduce vandalism, theft and anti-social behaviour. A town hall meeting is called to discuss this proposal before a final decision is made. 

The roles:

The mayor: Worried about the cost and how it will affect the budget but still wants to appear tough on crime.

The tech CEO: Selling the software and claiming that it is 99% accurate and highly effective.

The privacy spokesperson: Worried about the technology leading to constant monitoring, the misuse of personal information and the need for people’s privacy.

The student: Concerned about studies showing the technology may be less accurate for certain ethnic groups.

The local shop owner: Tired of their windows being smashed, continuous graffiti and theft, so wanting stronger security methods.




Goal:
After hearing all the points of view, the class must work together to develop three golden rules about how the government should regulate the use of facial recognition technology on this project. 
The following headings are suggestions:
Rule 1: Limits on Use 
Facial recognition technology should only be used if crime is a real issue in the area. The council should try other options first, like better lighting, more patrols or CCTV cameras. 
Rule 2: Strong Privacy Protection
People have the right to privacy, so there must be clear signs explaining that facial recognition is being used. The information collected should be used to stop serious crime, kept safe and deleted quickly so that people living in this suburb do not feel like they are constantly being watched.  
Rule 3: Fair and Accurate
The system must be fair and accurate for everyone. The council should use an independent expert to check that it is not biased. If the technology makes a mistake, people should be able to question it, so the error can be fixed.  
Other possible rules include:
· The council must be open and honest with the community about how the technology works and what data will be collected.
· Regularly review whether it is still needed, so the council should check every year if the crime has increased or decreased.
· Limits on who can access the data, like trained staff with strict rules and consequences to prevent misuse.
· The council must consider the cost, as money could be taken away from other important community services to fund this.
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[bookmark: _Toc227594797]POST CONVENTION ACTIVITIES
[bookmark: _Toc227594798]Activity 1: Identifying Your Opinion
[bookmark: _Toc227594799]Activity 1a: Quickfire Question Round 
	Learning Intentions
We will understand and reflect on the key arguments for and against facial recognition technology and how government regulation balances safety and individual rights. 

Success Criteria
I can state my position on whether the government should regulate the use of facial recognition technology with justification and listen respectfully to the opinions of other students. 



	Task Instructions:
1. This questioning activity is designed to be fast paced, encouraging students to respond quickly, clearly and briefly to a series of short questions.  It aims to check students’ understanding, promote quick thinking and build confidence in speaking. 
 2. The class is arranged in a circle to create an inclusive and focused discussion space. The teacher asks short, specific questions, allowing each student about 5-15 seconds to think before responding. Answers should be brief, limited to one sentence, with no detailed explanations or notes.



SAMPLE ANSWERS (Student answers will vary)
Questions:
1. Should governments regulate facial recognition technology?
Yes, governments should regulate facial recognition technology to ensure safety while still protecting privacy rights. 
2. Should police need a warrant (court order) to use facial recognition?
Yes, police should need a warrant to prevent misuse and protect individual freedoms.
3. Should businesses like Bunnings be allowed to use facial recognition technology in their stores?
Only if the customers are clearly informed and have given their consent.
4. Should schools be allowed to use facial recognition for attendance?
No, because children’s privacy should be carefully protected. 
5. Should shopping centres like Northland, Highpoint and Westfield use facial recognition for security?
Only with strict rules, clear public notices and just for security purposes.
6. Should facial recognition data be stored over a long period of time? 
No, data should only be stored for a limited time and then destroyed.
7. Should people have the right to withdraw their consent (permission) from facial recognition systems? 
Yes, people should always have the right to withdraw their consent, so they should be given the choice. 

8. Should children’s facial data receive extra legal protection?
Yes, as children are at greater risk and need stronger protection for their privacy.
9. Should the government ban facial recognition at public protests or demonstrations?
Yes, to protect freedom of expression and prevent people from being monitored at protests, which are legal at the moment. 
10. Should facial recognition be used to improve national security?
Yes, but only under strict laws with an independent body monitoring this.



[bookmark: _Toc227594800]Activity 1b: If I were the Government – Write a Law Activity
	Learning Intentions 
We will learn how laws are created to balance people’s rights and responsibilities and examine (closely look at) the government’s role in managing new technologies.

Success Criteria
I can explain the purpose of the new law by showing how it balances the individual’s right to privacy with the need for security. 



	Task Instructions:
1. Students draft/plan a short law regulating facial recognition technology in pairs or groups using the dot points and the template provided to help them write the law.
2. Each pair or group then presents their law to the rest of the class



Steps to writing a law:
1. Title or heading of the law.
2. Purpose or reason for the law.
3. Who the law applies to.
4. Three rules outlining how the law relating to facial recognition technology can or cannot be used. 
5. The consequences of breaking this law.

SAMPLE RESPONSE (Student answers will vary)
Template to fill in for your new law
Name of the Law: Facial Recognition Regulation Act (2026)
The purpose of the law is:
· To protect people’s privacy.
· To keep the public safe.
· To make sure facial recognition is used fairly and with people’s consent.
(Suggestions: think about privacy, safety, security, fairness, public safety)
Who the law applies to:
· Police
· Retail shops and shopping centres
· Schools
· Event organisers
· Government departments
· Airports 
(Suggestions: police, businesses, schools, event organisers, members of the publics, etc)




Rules about how facial recognition technology can or cannot be used
Rule 1: People must be clearly told if facial recognition technology is being used.
Rule 2: Facial data cannot be stored for a long time unless it is necessary. 
Rule 3: Police should be required to obtain permission from a court before using facial recognition technology to track an individual. 
Other Rules: (students could refer to)
· Children’s facial data must have extra protection. 
· People must be able to ask for the data to be deleted.
(Suggestions: consent, storage of data, age limits, etc.)
Consequences for breaking this law:
· Large fines for businesses or organisations.
· Ban or limit the use of facial recognition technology.
· Legal action for breaking the rules.
(Suggestions: fines, bans, court action, removal of technology)

Sample Law for E-Bikes
Title: E-Bike Safety Regulation Act 2026
Purpose: The purpose of this law is to ensure the safe use of electric or e-bikes on roads and pathways to reduce accidents, protecting both the riders and pedestrians. 
Who does the law apply to: This law applies to all e-bike riders, parents and guardians of riders who are under 18, businesses selling e-bikes and businesses that use e-bikes for their deliveries.

Rules about how e-bikes can or cannot be used:
1. Riders under 16 years of age must always wear a helmet.
2. E-bikes must not go faster than 25 kilometres per hour on roads or footpaths.
3. E-bikes cannot be used to ride on footpaths in busy shopping centres.
4. Riders must not use their mobile phones while riding.
5. All e-bikes sold must meet Australian safety standards.       
Consequences of breaking this law:
· Fines of up to $500 for speeding or riding without a helmet.
· Confiscation of e-bike for those who reoffend or break the law more than once.
· Businesses that sell illegal E-bikes will be fined.


[bookmark: _Toc227594801]Activity 2: Media Response – Writing Activity
	Learning Intentions
We are learning how governments regulate (make laws) new technologies, how laws balance rights and responsibilities and how to communicate these ideas through a suitable platform. 

Success Criteria
I can explain what facial recognition technology is, provide arguments for and against its use and link these arguments to rights such as privacy and responsibilities such as security.



	Task Instructions:
1. Students are to create a media response about the use of facial recognition technology, choosing one of the following options:
a. Newspaper article (approximately 300 - 400 words)
b. Social media post for either Instagram, Facebook, or Twitter/ (X (slides or detailed posts)
c. A short interview script that has 8-10 questions that they will use to interview another student. They will then summarise the key ideas to explain the position of the interview on this topic. 
2. Students are required to reflect on the debate during the Convention and include at least two arguments in favour of the need for governments to regulate facial technology recognition and two arguments opposing regulation. They must also state their overall position on the issue, which would mean:
 *A summary paragraph in the newspaper article
*A final slide or post in the social media task
*Concluding statement for the interview activity



Structure to Guide the Activity
 1. Newspaper article
Headline
Introduction – what is the issue and why it is important
Body paragraph 1: Argument in favour of the need to regulate facial recognition technology.
Body paragraph 2: Arguments against the need to regulate facial recognition technology. 
recognition technology.
Conclusion (final opinion)





SAMPLE RESPONSE (Student answers will vary)
As facial recognition becomes more common in our everyday lives, it raises the important question of whether governments should regulate its use. This technology is used in airports, shopping centres and by police to identify people quickly. Some believe it improves safety and security, while others argue that it threatens our privacy and personal freedom. So, what is the answer?
Supporters of government regulation argue that strong laws are necessary to protect privacy, as facial data is sensitive information because it cannot be changed like a password. Without regulation, businesses and governments could store the data for a long time and use it without people’s consent. There is also the problem of errors, as research has shown that some facial recognition systems can misidentify people, leading to problems like unfair treatment or people being questioned for something they did not do. Government regulation is needed to ensure clear rules are made about consent, storage limits and accuracy testing.
However, others argue that facial recognition helps the police solve crimes faster and improves our national security. It allows airports to confirm who is arriving in the country quickly and can even be used to locate missing persons. If the government overregulates or is too strict with how the technology can be used, it may reduce public safety. After all, many people already use facial recognition on their smartphones, indicating its growing public acceptance.
Overall, regulation does not mean banning the technology. It means putting clear rules in place so that it is used properly. This allows us to benefit from the development of facial recognition technology but still protect our privacy and help people feel safe. 
2. Social Media Post
SAMPLE RESPONSE (Student answers will vary)
Slide/Post 1: What is facial recognition
Facial recognition is the technology that uses your face to identify or verify who you are. It is used by airports, by police, and even to unlock your phone. 
Slide/Post 2: Why some people support it
· Helps police solve crimes faster
· Improves national security by monitoring who enters the country
· Makes identity checks quick and easy, especially at large events like musical festivals
· Can help find missing persons
Slide/Post 3: Why some people oppose it
· People may have their faces scanned without their permission
· Risk of mass surveillance or monitoring of people
· Facial recognition can make mistakes when identifying people
· Personal sensitive data can be stored for a long time
Slide/Post 4:  My opinion
I believe the government should regulate facial recognition technology to improve safety. Without strong laws in place, facial recognition technology could threaten privacy and personal freedom. 


3. Interview Questions (sample):
What is facial recognition technology?
Why do some people support this technology?
Why are some people concerned about it?
Should there be regulations for facial recognition technology? Why/why not?
One major benefit is…
One major concern is…
Overall conclusion



[bookmark: _Toc227594802]Activity 3: Where do I Stand? – Human Continuum Activity
	Learning Intentions
I will reflect on this Convention topic and decide whether I am in favour of or against it. 

Success Criteria
I can clearly state my opinion and give one reason for my position after having participated in the Convention.



	Task Instructions:
1. Place a sign on one side of the room that says:
Strongly Agree
 (The government should regulate facial recognition technology)
On the opposite side, place a sign that says: 
Strongly Disagree 
(The government should not regulate facial recognition technology)
2. Students will first move to the side of the room that reflects their initial position on this topic before they attend the Convention.  
3. Students are then asked to move again to show their final position on this topic, i.e. whether they agree or disagree with the statement.  
 4. Selected students will then be invited to explain why they changed their position or why they chose to remain with the same opinion.



Step 1:
Your teacher will read a statement (Governments should regulate the use of facial recognition technology), and you will be required to move to the side of the room that best reflects your opinion before this Convention.
Your teacher will select a student from each side (i.e. one who strongly agrees and one who strongly disagrees) to briefly state why this was their position.
Step 2 
Your teacher will read the statement out again, and this time you will move to the side that best reflects your position after the Convention. 
Your teacher will then select students from both sides to explain why they moved/did not move, and which arguments influenced them the most.
SAMPLE RESPONSES (Students' answers will vary)
For those who strongly agree:
In the beginning, I was unsure, but after hearing the debate, I realised how easily facial recognition technology could be misused. I now believe we need strong government regulation to protect privacy and stop the constant surveillance or monitoring of people.
For those who strongly disagree:
[bookmark: _Toc166142992]I still believe governments should not overregulate facial recognition technology because it is important for our national security and for crime prevention. I think that too many restrictions will reduce how well the technology works to keep us safe. 

[bookmark: _Toc227594803]ADDITIONAL TEACHER REFERENCES:
You may find these resources helpful to unpack the topic as you prepare for the Convention with your students.
	Suggested Resource
	Overview

	The Conversation – Kmart broke privacy laws by scanning customers’ faces. What did it do wrong, and why? 
	This article explains how Australia’s Privacy Commissioner found that Kmart Australia Limited breached the Privacy Act 1988 by using facial recognition technology to capture biometric data from customers without their consent to prevent fraud. 

	LinkedIn – Is there a place for facial recognition in Australian society? 
	Carly Kind, the current Privacy Commissioner, explains her office’s approach to assessing facial recognition technology under the Privacy Act. 

	The Guardian – Facial recognition technology discriminates against people of colour 
	This article highlights concerns that facial recognition systems used by police in the United Kingdom often misidentify people of colour at a higher rate than white people, leading to discriminatory outcomes. 

	ABC News – The Australian behind Clearview AI, a facial recognition software, says it is being used here
	This article discusses an interview with Hoan Ton-Thai, the Australian creator of Clearview AI, a strong facial recognition database used by law enforcement agencies around the world. It explains how the technology works and the concerns about the lack of clear regulation surrounding its use. 

	YouTube – DW Shift – AI facial recognition: A threat to privacy? (12.31 minutes)


	The YouTube clip provides a detailed explanation of this technology and evaluates whether it is a threat to individual privacy. It uses real-world, everyday examples to illustrate how the technology is implemented and the potential issues it raises for society.  

	YouTube – WION Podcast – Meta’s smart glasses may identify people using AI | Privacy Concerns Rise (3.27 minutes)

	Interesting YouTube clip about Meta’s plan to add AI -powered facial recognition to its smart glasses; how it works and the serious privacy concerns. 

	Apple Podcasts – The Story – Facial recognition technology: A privacy nightmare? (26 minutes)

	This podcast episode discusses the widespread use of facial recognition and raises serious privacy concerns, focusing on how biometric data can be collected and used without clear consent. 
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